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POLAND'S FOREIGN TRALE IN 1948 


0. KakhoTflk»7a 


Poland's foreign trade turnover for 10 months of 1948 ccmparee with the oar- 
responding period of 19*17 as follows (in 1,000 dollars): 


Total 

Import 

Kxpart 

Balance 


422,730 

fcj8,991 

189,739 

-43,252 


820,773 

417,635 

403,138 

-14,497 


Poland's ccamiodity turnover: m the. past year was double that of 1947 • This 
Increase in the volume of Poland's foreign trade case about mainly as a result of 
the expansion of Poland's ©canonic and commercial ties with the Soviet Union and 
the peoples ' democracies whose share In Poland's foreign trade Increased freu 36 
percent in 1947 to 46 percent in 1948 (far 10 months ) . 

At present, Poland has agreements for economic jollaboration with all the 
peoples' democracies except Albania. 

In cenparison with the corresponding period in 1947 (8 months), the structure 
of Poland *a foreign trade for 1948 Is as follows (including UNKRA applies): 
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Beans, peas 
Vheat flour 

Tobacco and vjfcscc'j products 
Meat and meat products 
Butter, lard, animal fat 
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(Continued) 


Im ports 


(In thousands of tons) 
lgjj7 1948 


Horses (head) 

Cattle (head) 

KaoXiu, olay 

2iron ore 

Fertilizer 

Raw hides 

Tanning materials 

Sfeeep’e wool 

Cotton and "by -products 

Flax and by-products 

Jute and by-products 

Rubber and rubber substitutes 

Props 

Cellulose 

Ceramic products 

Steel and iron 

Jfachlnes, tools end electrical 
engineering equipment 
Xodbaotites and tenders 
Railroad cars 
Tractors 
Automobiles 


45,499 
14,610 
: 11.0 
632.0 
196,4 

4.9 

6.9 
10.1 
43.8 

4.6 
7.3 

2.6 


9.8 

2.8 


17.5 
29*3 
11.2 
6.0 
7 «£ 


Exports 


Potato flour, malt, berries and 
vegetable food products 
Fresh, frozen, and salted fish 
ha;on 
Xgge 
8ugpr 
Cement 
Table salt. 

Coal 

Lignite 

Coke 

Benzene 

Soda 

Woolen and ae livoolen fabrics 
Cotton fabrics 
Linen fabrics 
Timber 

lfeper and peper products 
Glass and glass products 
Steel and iron 
Railroad rails 
Cast iron and cast pipes 
Steel and Iron pipes 
Machines, tools, and electrical 
engineering equipment 
Transport equipment 


2d 

0.3 


1.6 

65.3 

246.7 

17.2 

11,043.3 


964.4 

5.4 

9.3 

0.1 

3.8 

1.8 


0.7 

12.6 

8.8 

2,0 

0.6 

9.8 


0.6 

2.0 


cmmi 


5,698 

45,9 

970.6 

300.1 

11.3 

6.5 

13.3 

49.5 

3.0 

7.4 

7.5 

74.4 
32.2 
5.2 

15.0 


20.2 
10,5 
0.4 
2.4 

18.3 


85.8 

9.9 

8.9 

10.0 
106.9 
202.8 

46.6 
16,047.7 

2,821.1 

1,040.0 

7.0 

13.8 
1.3 
7.8 
0,8 

14.9 

15.0 

27.7 

44.3 
30.1 

13.7 

13.4 


4.6 

7.1 
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The structure of Poland ’ & foreign trade was slight? y modified In 19^8* Al- 
though ooal constituted the greater part of expert value ( 6 I| - 67 percent) in 
19^6, even with a general imorsaee of the amount of coa? exported, its pere«nia®§ 
value fell to about pQ percent. During the oaiae period, postwar Poland rearoased 
Its hansel prewar export of agricultural product g. In 19**7* Poland had t® import 
a conBlierahle aaount of grain, tieat, end othe foodstuffs* The gr earth of 
©ttlio^il production in 194 $ asade it possible to decrease import of these products, 
whoae value in 19^ and 19^7 was 32-2 percent and 29*2 percent, reapeotiweljv 
This growth ewen made it possible for Poland to enter the market (in th® seoeod 
half of the year) a® an exporter grain, bacon, poultry, eggs, and other a®*l« 
dttltwral products, which In 19^3, constituted about 15 percent of all Bolish es- 
perts* By decreasing imports of foodstuffs, Poland vae able to increase imperte 
of raw materials, nonferrous metals, mac nines, and other products necessary to 
eatisf y the growing demands of industry. In accordance with the treaties 000 - 
eluded with Sweden, Czechoslovakia, England, Holland, and other countries* Bp- 
land has placed order® for industrial equipment with these countries* (Based on 
data from; Wladsmoeol Statystyczns t Ho 21, 5 November 19^8; Dglennjk' La&owy, 12 
January 19*# » Rteogi^iN3liiari^^Dnik Gospodarczy , 1-2 J armary 
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